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 A big part of all big sporting events are the celebrations 
that take place before, during, 
and after the big game.  As a 
part of the VIF March 
Madness, celebration is also 
an integral part of our 
emphasis.  Matthew 5:16 
(NLT) 16 In the same way, let 
your good deeds shine out for 

all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father.  Your good deeds need to shine out for all to see 
and in this scenario, your good deeds are your exuberant 
joy and undivided loyalty for the Lord Jesus Christ.  This 
is where you are unabashedly and undeniably in love 
with and in support of your Hero and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Your love and support does not have to be guessed at 
because it is so visible for all to see and even so audible 
for all to hear. 

 
The fans of the teams for the big game are not afraid to 
fly the colors of their favorite team.  They are bolder in 
their defense and in their proclamations of support for 
their team.  They show their loyalty in many ways:  They 
show that they have studied their team by knowing who 
the players are and what role they will play in their 
anticipated win.  They know their coaches.  In fact, they 
know almost everything about their team.   

 
They arrive early making sure that they are able to catch 
everything that will go on and is going on with their win.  
They are not afraid of temporary set backs.  In fact, 
during those times, many of them will yell louder and 
cheer more colorfully in support of the team.  Temporary 
set backs only make the final victory only more sweet 
and savory.   

 
They are willing to brave any obstacle to personally be 
there in support of their team.  No traffic obstacle.  No 
weather threat.  Not even an unruly opposition fan can 

discourage them or prevent them from supporting their 
favored team.  They are committed and they intend to 
fulfill their desires in support of THE TEAM.  They are 
focused and undeterred.   

 
At Valley Isle Fellowship, we are all fans of Jesus Christ.  
During March Madness I am 
encouraging you to allow 
your love and commitment 
to burst out from the 
confines of shyness and to 
shine for Jesus.  Be visual 
and vocal in your support.  
In your attitude and 
demeanor don’t leave any doubt about your exuberance 
and love for Jesus Christ.  Be willing to brave any and all 
obstacles to show your personal support. 

 
I believe the best way that you can prepare and sharpen 

your loving support of and for Jesus is 
to begin to recount all of the blessings 
that Jesus has showered down upon 
you.  Think about how He has walked 
with you through some pretty dark 
times in your life, never deserting you.  
Think back on the times that He has 
answered your prayers and provided 
for you in miraculous ways.  Recount 

all of the times when you have failed Him but He has not 
failed   you.     Most   of   all,  
remember that He loved     
you   so  much that He died 
for you in order that ALL 
of your sins could be 
forgiven.  His love and 
grace are magnificent so 
we can be magnificent 
fans, and even followers, of 
Jesus Christ.    
                    (continued on page 2) 
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Take the counsel of an old hymn, Count Your Blessings: 

  Verse 1:  When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 

     When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

     Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 

     And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.  
   

  Refrain:  Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

     Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

     Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

     Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

Count your many blessings and then let your love and support show.  Don’t hide it, but exuberantly show it.  March 
Madness continues and it will culminate as we celebrate Jesus’ great love and sacrifice for us at Easter.  God bless 
you all. 
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Pastor Jeremy will bePastor Jeremy will bePastor Jeremy will be   

ON VACATIONON VACATIONON VACATION   

Wednesday, March 2Wednesday, March 2Wednesday, March 2   

tototo   

Tuesday, March 15Tuesday, March 15Tuesday, March 15   

March 27, 2016March 27, 2016March 27, 2016   

@ Waikapu@ Waikapu@ Waikapu   

6 am Sunrise   8 am Breakfast   9 am Service 

by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro page 2 of 2 

NO Evening Service 

 

Get the news about our sister churches in the HPBC.   
Our new online magazine, Pacific Connector, has  
replaced the Hawaii Pacific Baptist, our former  

newspaper.  Check online at hpbaptist.net for current  

   VIFVIFVIF
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MONTREAL — There may be no city in North America that’s more European than Montreal. The French-speaking 

province of Quebec is fiercely independent–independent to the point that Canada has faced referendums concerning 

possible secession. 

Surrounded by English-speaking Canadian provinces and the United States, Montreal often feels the pressure of 

more dominant societies. So the city digs in and fiercely stands its ground to protect its culture–one that largely 

wants little to do with churches. 

When Tony Silveira’s family arrived in Montreal in 2006, the Portuguese native was not naive. After starting 

churches in Toronto for 12 years and assisting with efforts in Montreal, he knew challenges existed in an anti-

religion city. 

“In general, churches don’t have a good reputation,” Silveira said. “Religious words are curse words.” 

A city that he now says is against religion was once nicknamed “the city of 100 bell towers,” evidenced by the 

presence of so many churches. Many were extraordinary cathedrals, some nearly 200 years old, with exquisite 

architecture. Today, most are empty on Sundays. Many of those bell-tower buildings are now tourist attractions. 

Local governments have zoning laws that make locating churches on a main thoroughfare virtually impossible, 

which calls for creativity. 

South Shore community 

Montreal’s regional population of more than 5 million people (with the core city occupying an island, much like 

Manhattan) is bounded on the south by the St. Lawrence River. The South Shore community where Silveira is church 

planting has about 1.5 million residents. 

While permits for churches in high-traffic areas are impractical, municipalities are anxious for commerce. Silveira 

found prime real estate that has an estimated 200,000 cars passing every day and started The Studio, a convention 

center venue for business seminars and meetings–and churches. 

“It looks more like a Starbucks than a church,” Silveira said. “It’s cozy–not too big.” 

Creating a business center aligned with Silveira’s objective to reach marketplace leaders and university students. 

Besides community and business events, the venue now hosts six churches, three of which he started. The Studio 

doubles as a multi-congregational site. Each pays rent to make the location viable. 

Research reflects Montreal’s ambivalence toward Christianity. While some statistics say less than .5 percent are 

Christian, Silveira believes it’s closer to 7 or 8 percent. 

“The gospel is growing very fast here,” he said. 

That growth stems partly from youth rebellion, as teenagers and young adults often do the opposite of their parents 

during that stage of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Creativity meets church planting challenges in Montreal 

By Jim Burton 

(continued on page 4) 



 

 

 

- 4 - 

“Millennials are where I see the best potential for growth,” Silveira said. “Their parents are anti-church, and, 

naturally, when they go through the rebellious stages, they will look for church.” 

Churches across Montreal 

Silveira brought about 27 years of church planting experience to Montreal from his work in Europe and Toronto. But 

he knew nothing about the North American Mission Board (NAMB), Send North America or the farm system. 

That knowledge changed when he met Jacques Avakian, NAMB’s lead church planting catalyst for Quebec. 

Silveira’s introduction to the farm system, NAMB’s method for identifying and mentoring potential church planters, 

aligned with his vision and experience. 

“I listened to his story and the vision God had given him,” Avakian said. “I loved what I heard.” 

Meanwhile, Silveira was pleased to learn about what was already happening in Montreal. 

“I was so touched by seeing the other church plants that NAMB has here,” Silveira said. “The farm system was the 

first time I’ve ever heard about it. It’s the best church planting model I’ve seen in the world. 

“I started Passion Canada to mentor church planters,” Silveira said of his registered ministry. 

Passion Canada is the umbrella organization under which Silveira plants churches and mentors others. With The 

Studio, he’s created a reproducible model. 

“He is very creative,” Avakian said. “His whole church planting strategy speaks for itself.” 

Silveira preaches at the 9:30 a.m. English multi-cultural service called The Church Unlimited. At 11:15 a.m., there’s 

a French-speaking congregation called La 180 Zone. Then at 6:30 p.m., an English service called WeR1 (We Are 

One) has mostly youth and young adults. One of his protégés leads that service. 

“I’m about to launch two other churches through the Passion Center,” said Silveira, who intended to start six new 

churches by the end of 2015. (He calls The Studio the Passion Center when it’s hosting churches.) 

Meanwhile, he preaches every other week at a Mohawk First Nations church on the South Shore, and, when possible, 

he travels to Northern Quebec to minister to the Cree tribe. 

The average giving of a Christian Quebec church member is $7 per week, Silveira said, which necessitates the 

business model he’s chosen. His only other financial support comes from NAMB through the Cooperative Program 

(CP) and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® (AAEO). 

“Without the CP and AAEO, I would not be where I am now,” Silveira said. 

That stability also allows him to plan proactively. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            (continued on page 5) 
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“My vision is to multiply what we have here,” Silveira said. “I don’t see that the next generation wants a mega 

church. What I foresee is opening multiple locations where 300 people can still do community. 

The next generation also isn’t likely to want bell towers, preferring a simpler organic church model built on user-

friendly evangelism, discipleship and fellowship. 

“I would like to expand the model with different flavors and styles of churches in different regions of Montreal.” 

 

Jim Burton is a photojournalist and writer living in Atlanta. 

Site Design and Development By AM Design© 2015 North American Mission Board, SBC 

All Rights Reserved. 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITY!!! 
We are joining with our MCBA sister churches in encouraging our  

NAMB Missionaries who are spotlighted during the  
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer.   

VIF will be sending a care package to 

Tony and Sara Silveira in Quebec. 

 

 
Small 

sna
ck

s Personal notes  
of encouragement  

Small Bags of  

coffee 
or tea

 

Personal n
otes  

of appreci
ation 

Small boxes/bags 
of treats 

Drop your donations in the box at the literature table OR  
drop it off at the church office tomorrow. 

http://www.amdesign.com/
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Missionary Spotlight 

Missionary Spotlight: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, we honor the life and advocacy of Annie Walker 

Armstrong (1850-1938) when we give to the Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering® for North American missions. As a tireless 

servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter of mis-

sions efforts throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led 

women to unite in missions endeavors that ultimately led to the 

formation of Woman’s Missionary Union, for which she served 

as the first corresponding secretary.  

Annie believed in and followed Christ with all her heart, but it 

was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible ways. She 

spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in 

support of missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy 

and all were filled with conviction that more could and should 

be done in our missions efforts. Annie also never hesitated to 

use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food, 

clothing and the Word of God to those in need. Her hands held 

her own Bible as she studied to know how best to share Gods’ 

love with others. And, most important, Annie was a woman of 
prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the mission-

aries and for those they were helping discover Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more and do more for 

reaching people for Christ. As modern-day missions advocates 

unite to continue that work today, we can be confident that her 

legacy will also be ours.  

 

Who Is Annie? 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
Who should I send? Who will go for Us? I said: Here I am. Send me.” 

Isaiah 6:8 (HCSB) 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® is the primary funding channel for 
the North American Mission Board’s Send North America strategy. 100 

percent of your gift is transformed into  
missionary salaries and ministry provisions—resources that are 

used to share the gospel.  

Southern Baptists are all part of a family tree. We are able 
to do missions today because of the generations who came 

before us, like Annie Armstrong. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

     

Children are a gift from the Lord.; 

they are a reward from Him.  

Psalms 127:3 (NLT) 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Mar 17-19 
Edwards, Reimann, 

Balberdi 
 

Week of Mar 24-26 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of  Mar 31-Apr 2 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Apr 7-9 
Volunteers Needed 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Volunteers to help with 

childcare during the 

worship service hour. 

Sign-up at  

back table! 

 

Be in the know  
Join our text alerts 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808) 670-3442 instead 



 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church Of-

fice 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare Schedule 

    Today, March 13 Marion, Karen, Kolbe, Alysha,                     
                                     Melanie 

 

    March 20       Elaine, Wendy, Dmitry,  
   Krystle, Corey 
 

     March 27      No childcare  



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

 March 2016 

           2 - 15 Pastor Jeremy on vacation 

           6 - 13 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer 
 

 13 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
 

 14 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
 

 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 26 8 am - Tent Set-up @ Waikapu 
  

 27 Easter Sunday - all activities @ Waikapu: 

      6 am   Sunrise Service 

      8 am   Breakfast 

      9 am   Pastor Stephen 

      NO evening service 
 

 28 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 30 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Nothing Ever Could Separate 

Everlasting God 

More Than Amazing 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
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I. Settle                                      . 

 A.                ____  , not a        ___                     . 

 B.                 ____    of settlements. 

 

II.                     ____       and   ___         over rides         ____                              . 

 A. Happiness is                               . 

 B. Joy is                            . 

 

III. Godly joy is a                         ____               . 

 A.                       ____   it.  

 B.                  ____    with consideration. 

 C. Joy is                                  . 

 

IV. Worry                ____         and Peace                       . 

 A. Joy brings                   ___   and        ____                      . 

 B. Trust and confidence defeats             ____        . 

 C. God’s                    ___  . 

 D. Guards your            ____         &          ____           . 

 

V.             ____              Joy and Peace. 

 A.        ______                  on the positive. 

 B.                  ____     all that God reveals. 

 C. “Then the     ____        of       ____            will be with you.” 
 

Joy, Superior to Bitterness 

Philippians 4:2-9 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 


